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Letter was ſent me from a Dear Freind of 
mine, ( bearing date the fifth. of the clevent 
| Tk 71. ) who had long been greatly diſtreſſed, 
coxld not find relief in the way of her former pros 
Feſſion and Churth fellowſhip : For whomlT greatly 
travelled with the Lord, and towards 'whom my ſpirit 
w45 made very tender by him. IT ſpill felt the Seal of 
0 Love and Mercy towards ber, even in her' loweſt 
Dy deepeſt deſpaire, and ſoreſt. captivit 
out her great and manifold Temptations. Al, 
imony ta her at fo from: the Lord on this 
= was ſometimes. of uſe to ber, tobear up btr 
ini, till the day of Gods viſiting and Redeemins 
ber. with the virtug and healing power of bis Salva: 
\2;0n;which bleſſed be his name ſhe bath ſance had ſweet 3 
| Experience of, and true Peace and Joy in knowing the * "if 
true Head, holding him in the Faith, and being beld | 
Sy bun. Now this Letter of ax antient acquaintance 
0 mine , which I bad axſwered long Wy one that be- 
dongeth to Sy. Henry Vane (45 * ſign d in ker” 
Letter to me) deſired ſhe ſhould, ee, which is ſaid to 


he; jr anſwer to'a Letter f mine, If my anſwer. b S A T 
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The Preface. « 

dong with it, T ſhould have took no further notice of 
it : But.it going without, my. anſwer, leaſt it foonld 
do burt to thbſe 0 whom the Lord bath done, or#is do- 
ing good, I am ingaged in ſpirit tor eply ſomwh at toit, 

and to give forth to others what the Lord giveth i in to 
me pon this new qecafion. How greatly, truly, &g 
purely 1 have loved the man I will not boaſt (the Lord 
knoweth, with whoſe knowledgs herein I am content ) 

but'0 that this his paper might not be laid to his charge 
at the great 'day ! which I am afraid it will” unleſs he 
repent of it': For indeed it is not a fruit of Life from 
Gods boly Spirit ; but of the growth of Egypr, and 
Babylon. 1t was ſent me in the form of 4 Book, as 
if it had been ſent abroad” for ſpecial ſervice. There 
was no name at it, as if it were an arrow to fly in the 
dark and wound ſecretly : But no weapon formed 
againſt the Iſrael of God ſhall proſper, either from 
this band oy any other, and every tongue that riſeth 
up againſt them in judgment will God condemn. 'I his 
3 the heritage of the deſpiſed People and ſervants of 
the lving God ot this-our day, whoſe Riphteouſneſs 
1s rhe Righteouſneſ s of his Son- beſtowed upon them, 

wherewtith. he himſelf hath cloathed- them, as the 
Anointed eye now fecth, and all-yes ſhall one day 
fee and tongues confeſs to the glory of God the Father. | 
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In an ANSWER, ec. | 


E excepteth againſt thoſe words of mine to him, in a. 
H foumer Letier ( of Jun. 24. which I have nor here by 
me) that when his cycs are opened by the Lord he ſha 
then acknowledge, that we oppoſe no Truths of the 
Lord, but hold forth what we have rcceived from him. T" 
To whiclthe thus replyeth, Is Redemption by Chriſts. blood. no. 
Truth of the Lords! Which he F wes cre of us in particular, 
and many others in general, with denying, A 
Anſw. We arc gathered into that, and abide in that, in which no, 
Truth can be denyed: And are in him that leadeth into all Truth, 
and teach.th ro deny no Truth that ever was held forth by the Spt-, 
rit of the Lord, Somme of us may not yet be grown up in; phder- 
ſtanding into the myſterics of the Kingdom, which, Godgk re-, 
vealed and made manifeſt to others : But yer we do ndtYWeny, bur 
own one another in our ſeyeral meaſures of knowledg, and ſence. 
of things, and in our ſeycral growths. And we own and acknow- 
ledg@ in Gods fight, the ſeveral - Difpenfations he hath brought 
forth, both before the Law, and under the Law and Prophets, and 


inthe time of Ch:iſts appearance in the fleſh, and aft:r when he 


fent his Spirit, and all the time the Church was in the Wilderneſs, 
and now ſhe is coming forth again in thc brightack and gloxy of 
the Father, looking forth as the Morning, fair as the Morning 
clear as the Sin, terrible as an Army with Bana:rs. Nor do we 


dilown,. 


C2) 

diſowrie any thing 'that is of God in the Profeſſo:s of this Ape: 
But onely that which-we know and are required by him toteſtific 

inſt, 5 being not of him.-Q that they could weigh our words: 
and Teſtimony in a right Spiric ! For they would not then be ſo 
cffended at, and ſpeak ſo againſt vs as now they do; And the 
Lord knoweth, we would do any thing that licth in us ro remove 
the ſtumbling blocks that lic betore them : But jt cannot be done 
to that Spirit in them, before which God Almighty hath laid 
the fmbling block, that it might ſtumble, and fall, and be ſnared, 
ad broken, and taken. But if rhey could come into anocher Spirit, 
and feet unity with, and the birth of another Spirit, the bi:th ot thax 
pure Wiſdom ſhould find no ſtumbling block or offence in this 
_ diſpcnſation of Truth, whcrewith God from on high 

ath viſited us. 

And as. for denyin3 Redemption by the blood of Chrijt- O how 
will he anfwcr this charge to God, when none upcn the earth ( as 
the Lord God knowcth ) are ſo taught, and do ſo truly, rightly 
and fully owne Redemption by the blood of Chriſt, as the Lord 
hath caught us to do ! For we owne the blood of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt both outwardly and inwardty , both as it was ſhed on the 
Croſs, and as it 4s {prinkled in our Conſcicnccs, and know the 
cleanting virtue thereof in the everlaſting Covenant, and in the 
Light which is eterr.al : Our of which Light men have bur a nxtion 
rhercof, but do not truly 'kno'v nor own it, And {et him conlider, 
Þ fore the time of Antichr {t, it was a great mattcr ro know and 
own'Chriſt 'ourwa:dly, as he appcared 1a that body : But ſince the 
Amtichciſtian Spirit hath got rhat, the diſtinguiſhing knowledge and 
owningof Chriſt, is ro know and own him inwardly. The outward 
knowledge and confeilion now ( as it is generally: ſeperated fi om 
and he'd forth in way of diſtintion from the inward ) is but the 
knowledge and confeſſion of Babylon, and not rhe true living kgow- 
tedge and corf. {ſion of Chriſt in and by th: $piric of the Father, 
which 1s the knowledge and confeſſion of all th- Children of the 
true and h.avenly Moihecr, which is the Mother of af tha are 
born of the Spirit. 

He 1epearerh .hoſe words of mine, That we do 110: make as:y fimte 
th:ng owr Righteouſneſs, but Chrift of God if made imo us Regt tone 
neſs. This he faith, 1s well ſpoken, ad wiſheth we may alwayes ab:de 
an his confeſſion. 
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Anſw. Thefe words aroſc in me from an {award fee'ingof h'm 
who givcth Righteouſneſs, and of the Righteouſneſs given, and * 
the Lord preſerving me in that Life, I ſhall feel ſo for eycr, and 
confeſs ſo for ever. And truly I can teſtitie of no other Righreouſ- 
nefs : For bleſſed be the name of my God, I fee] the Rightcouſtefs 
of his Son revealed tn me dayly from Faith to Faith, In his nameT 
have been gathered, in his name I live, and in him I feet Righteouſ- 
neſs, and indeed there is nothing but Righteouſneſs, Holynefs,! 
Truth, Life and Salvation ( and the like ) in him. | 

And he that is truly in him, is Righteous, and Holy in him 4 
there being in him a new creating of all that are there, and a renew-! 
ing into the holy and heavenly Image, which conliſts in che Righte= 
ouſneſs and Holyneſs of Truth. 

He deſireth me to give a plain anſwer to this Queſtion. 

Is Chriſt of God made our Righteonſneſs by faith in hu blood, or 
#n hy Spirit ? 

w. A pretended Faith in Chriſts blood, without Faith in his: 
Spirit, is but dead and notional. Except ye eat my fleſh, and drink, 
my blood, ſaich Chriſt, ye have no Life in you. It is the Spirit that. 
quickeneth, the Fleſh, ſaith he, profiteth nothing. Now the Faith 
muſt be in that which quickeneth : And the Faith in that whicts 
quickeneth, is Holy and Righteous ; and the man who is found in 
it, is Juſtified, chrongh that Faith inthe quickening Power, inthe 
ſight of God. Thus Abraham was Juſtified in the fighr of God, and 
thus are the Children of Abraham to be Juſtitied, even through 
believing inthat holy Power and Spirit which requireth obedience, 
and Juſttheth che obedient, and condemneth the diſobedient for 
ever, Rom. 4. 24. 

He ſaith, He fears a Snake in this green graſs, when 1 ſay from 
bus Life, Virtue and Power, revealed in us, « our conformity to him. 

Anſw. It were better and ſafer for him to fear at home : For 
the Snae is in his own graſs, and many notional high ſoaring ex- 
preſſions without true knowledge. But can there be any confor- 
mity to Chriſt without his Life, Vitrtue, and Power, inwardly 
revealed ? what clſe can conform unto, and bring forth in the Im- 
age and likeneſs of Chriſt ? ; 

He ſaith, Fe feareth leſt I make this Life and Virtne our Rightes 
ouſneſs, which « indeed the fruits of it., 


 Arſw, Who is this that darkeneth counſel by words- without 


knowledge, 


oC 

knowledpe, and'runncth on from © Truth into his own imagina- 
tions ? What was Chriſts Righ:eouſneſs ? Was it not the Life, 
the Virtue, the Spirit of the Fathcr in him, he being one with it 
in\the Faith of it, and in the ob:dience to it ; And is not the 
Righteouſneſs of the head and the body the ſame, communicated 
fromthe head to t!'e body ? Are they not all of one, and the Righte- 
ouſneſs one and the ſame in bo:h ? $o much of Chriſts Spirit, ſo 
much of his Righteoaſceſs: And out of his Spirit out of his Righte- 
ouſneſs for eyvermore. For the Righteouſneſs of the Son is revcaled 
and communicated from Faith to Faith in his Spirit : And ſo Chriſt 
is indeed made Righ:eouſncls to them that are found in his Spiric ; 
and they are covered with the garment of Righteouſneſs and Sal- 
vation, who are covercd w ith his Spirit. 

He ſaith, Our Righteouſneſs is before this. 

Anſw. What is our Righteouſneſs before any of the Life, Vir- 


rue, and Power of Chriſt reyealcd in us. Is God a reſpeRer of Pcr- 


ſons ? Doth he Juſtifhe any out of the holy Covenant, before he 
hath made a change in him ? How doth this man with his vain 
1maginations turn th? whole way and councel of God uplidedown? 

He brings a Scripture to prove this, The Spirit #5 life ſor r:ghte- 
onſneſs ſake. 

Ainſw. That Scripture ( which is, Rom. 8. 1 0. ) ſpeaks of th3ſe 
in whom Chriſt is an1 dw-ls : And there inde:d, The Body is deaZ 
becauſe of fin , and the Spirits Life becauſe of Righteouſneſs. This 
is plainly ſpoken, and plain:y fclt, and known as it is ſpoken. O 
that he had th? true (ence and underitanding of it, as it is in Jeſus. 

_ Hedaith, R:ghteouſneſs is in order of nature before Sanitification. 

Anſw. That which is holy is Rightcous. Theze is nothing 
Righteous in the eyes of the pure God, but that which is boly. The 
Head was really holy and Righteous z and they that are in him 
p:rtakes of his Holyneſs and Righteouſneſs, and are really Holy 
and Rightcons in him : And Faith which purincs the heart, and 
through which Sanctifica:ion is,muſt needs be in order of nature be- 
fore the Juſtitication which is by it; for God Juſtifiech no unbeliev- 
ers,but believers only. Yca the wicked muſt forſake his = and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts and turn untothe Lord, which can- 
not poſſibly be without ſome degree of Sanftification, before the 
Lord will have mercy and pardon the Soul-its fins. 7/4. 55, 7. and 
chafl. 1, 16, 17, 18. ba 
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Frot!'y, without reſpect io 4 45 Godly, nay properly reflecting on us 118 


(s) | 
He ſaich. Fuſtification is an att of Grace paſſed ups: by God 


rat moment as unzodly. 

Anſw. 1 charg. this in the ſizht of God, for 2bſolutely falſe 
Do&rine and contrary to the Goſpc]. For God Juſtiheth no TR 
as ungodly, but calleth upon men to repent and ru:n from their 
ungodlyn-{s, and he will have mercy upon them, Juſtihe and ſave 
chem. Now m-n are not ungodly in turning from their ungodly- 
neſs, but changed : And fo their ſtate is in ſome meaſure changed, 
before Juſtihed. If Abraham was ungodly when God cailed him , 
Yet in forſaking his own Country, and- following the Lord, and 
offering up his Son, he was otedient, and not ungodly, and in that 
obedience he was Jultified. A man may have notions of Juſtih- 
cation-in his mind, and accordingly take himſelf ro be Juſtifed, 
when he is not : But there is no man Juſtifted by the Lord till he be 
changed, tranſlated into him in whom God Jufttfeth, our of the 
place of condemnation, into the place of Juſtification, For till atten 
are changed by the Spiric and Power of the Lord, they are bur” 
darkneſs and inthe darkneſs, where no Juſtification is. Ir is the 
Believing, th: Obedient, the Children of Lizht, that are Juſtified 
by the Lord. 

He ſaith, Were we godly before or at that time, it were no att of 
Grace tg, pronounce 13 Righteous. | 
Anſw. He that witnefſeth Salvation in Chriſt Jeſus, witnefſerh 
it to be a con:inued act of Grace. Grace appears to the Soul, Grace 
reachcth, Grace enableth, Grace mak<th a change from the ungra- 
tiouſneſs of the heart-and Rate, and then Grace ( or God by his 
Gracc iniand through Chriſt Jeſus ) forgiveth the ſins*thar were 
committed before. For though the Lord viſirme with Life, quick- 
en me th:reby," make a change in my heart and Rate, yet it is his 
Mercy to acccept me, and to pals by tor his name ſake my former 
cebis and trefpalles againſt him. Alas the n-w-Coythant is wholly 
a Cov.nantot Grace and Metcy ; and the giving of Chriſt draw- 
ing the-micſd'to him, -accepting and: Jultifying in him, are works of 
Grace znd Mercy towards*his* -$o the' Spiritual 7ſrael may well 
ſing this Song inthe Land gf: Holynefs- and R:dewprion, O'prage 
the Lord for hs is good, for hs mercy endureth for ever. 1 can'traly 
{et my Seal to this thing, that th. more Holy aft Righteous rhe 
Lord makeih me in his Son, the more ſentible-am I of his Love,” 
= B Grace 


bh. (6) ; 

* Grace and Mercy in Juſtify ing of me: And it is pret.ous to me to 
witneſs Jultif.cation 'and acceptance with.him in ard th:ough 
his Son. 

..'He ſaith further, 'Bat. thi « rhe Founty, the Freereſs, the Mmi- 
ficencs, rhe Richneſs of the Grace of God, ro call things that are not 
as though they were. 

4+ +4 Take heed of abuſing that Scripture. God ſent Chrilt tv 
Renew, to Redeem, to Change, to make Holy and Righteous, to 
make people ſuch as the Father might be pleaſed with, accept and 
Jaſtifie : And as Chriſt maketh them ſo, the Father receiveth and 
accepteth chem as ſuch. Byc God doth diſtinguiſh and call things 
as. they are, He. doth not call an ungodly man, an boly man, a 
j»ſtified man. Bur when he bath changed him, new created him- in 
Chriſt Jeſus, took him our of his old ſtock and planted him into 
the new, then hz accounteth and calleth-him ſo, and nor before, Ir 
were b:tter For men to waig upon God, to underſtand what his 
Spigir meant in what: he ;ſpake, then to. pur formed meanings of 
their own upon; his -words., . | 

He wreſts my words, charging and reproving me, as if I ſaid, 
The Love of God was a bare thing. 

Anſw. Thoſe were not my words, nor did my words ſo [igni- 
he ; but my words were, that it is not by bare Loving ( or meer 
Loving , or only Loving ) that God-makes a man Righteous, 
whieh is very true c mianiteſt:For there is beſides his Loye(in and 
through thar Love ). the ſending of his Son, and revealing of his 
Son, drawing to.and Tranſplanting into his Spn, to make «we 
and Righteous in him. For Holyneſs though ic may be diſtinguiſhed, 
yet it cannot be devided from Righteouſneſs z nor can a man | 
ly be Righteous in-Gods light, unleſs be be alſo Holy: infome 
meaſyre. His refieting words hereupon I paſs by, though very un- 
jultly and. anchriſtianly. caſt upot me ( wxbout any juſt occalion 

iven him by my . words ) which I defirethe Lord way make him 

lible of, that he may be forgiven it. 

- He blamerh me for ſaying, we n ake po hinite thing 'our Righte- 
ouſn-ſs, and yct he faith, We'make tbe m#a{wre of the Spitie ( which 
each member of Chrif receives. Your Rightconſneſsc,, 515 

Arnſw. A meaſure hath thy ſame nature' with the fulneſs: A 
meaſure of. th: Spitic and Life, of the Grace and Truth which 
comes from Jeſus Chiiſt, bath the ſa ve nature thai the'fulneſs > 1 
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All the Life, all the new Creationchat comes from bim and dwels 
in him is Righteous and found Righteous where ever it is found. 
Yet 1 do not rem:mb-r that we have thus expreſled it, that that 
mea'ure is our Righteoſne(s, bur it is he who 1s the fulneſs, who . 
is revealed in that meaſure, and it is he, whos our Righteouſneſs, - 
our Wiſdom, our $anRificatian, our Redeinption: Bur iris in che, 
holy pure meaſure of the heavenly gits zhat he is made thus of. 
God to.us, not out of it. = *X&. 3l:hJk 2% 

He ſaith, The Lord ov Righteoufneſs Redeers 1, not properly by 
the Life and Spirit of bis Godhead, thought hat has in the work ſup- 
porting, enabling him and carrying bimup; inch great underrakg-: 
wg, but by the death and ſufferings of hus manhead.. POT E 

Anſw. This is ſtrange Dodrine, to: make the - manhood the 
main Redeemer, and the Life and Spirit of the Godhead, but the 
ſupporter, and the catrier up of the man in the work of R 
tion : Whereas it was the Word which Created all, whictalſo 
Redeemed, h: that left his Glory and made himſelf. of no-reputa- 
tion, but came inthe form of a ſervant to-do the will. -Irwas the 
Spirit and Life of the Farher (even the Erernal $6n)which took 
up that body, appeared in that body, offered is.yp apore and accep- * 
table Sacrihce to rhe Father, 'finiſhmg{the:wotk*thEin, which the 
Father gave him to do, fob-.17. 4, 5-20 4 | 

He faith, Sball we thinkta anſwer the Law by our obedience ? 

Anſw. We do not look upon the Law: of Adeſes, which was 
given to the Jew onward, to be the diſpenſation.ot the new Cove- 
nant, or to be the Law of the Spirit of Life in Chriſt Jeſus. But 
thoſe who are'in the nzw Covenant, andhiave Gods Law writ in 
their hearts, and his fear p there, whiclr preſe rveth from depart- 
ing from tim, and his Spirjt put withiw them, to cauſe them to 
walk in his wayes and to keep his Statut2s and Judgments and do 
them, and who live in the Sparic; and. walk: -not after the fleſh, but 
afrer the Spicit, rhe Righteouſrefs of the Laws is fulfilled in rhefe. 
Yet th:y do not magnitie- and cry up their "own obedience ( nor 
call it their Righteouineſs ) but, hun trom_ whom rheir obedicace 
comes. For in the meaſure of;his Grace. and living Truth, the Soul 
is one with him; and all that he is and all that he hath. dobe. is 
theirs, and it is he himſelf that is the Righteonſrieſs of all that are 
in him : And they that abide in him par-ake of his Righteouſnehs | 
from day to day, which mo in like a ſttvam uponthem; « + © 
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| | (8) 
I wiſh hercould confider in what Spirit) it is, that he calls he . 


White Stone a Ticker for the Righteouſnels. Doch he know the 
white Stone with the new name ? It is no leſs then the Foundation 
Stone, then the Riglueouſnels it ſelf ; And what doth he talk 0 
bringing that as a Ticket for the Righteouſneſs ? 

. tHe: (e 


cet:th to: pats by ſome chings ( which I ſpake in tender: 
love arid weightinels of Spiric ro him )as the Judgment of man in: 


his day : bat let him take heed, lcaſt when be comes to appear be- 
tore 'God, he then find it was the Judgment of Gods Spirir, 
inthe Light of his day : Which day is inward and Spiritual, which 
believers are to haſten: to, and which approacbeth 19 every heart, 


as the night ſpendeth and paſſeth- awey.. And all true Chriſtians. 


and Behievers ought to wait for:the paſting away of the night, and 
the dawning ks day, and the Aer the day Gard their 
hearts, _ - | 

He ſaith, Chriſt is now veadyto be revealed. 

Anſw. 1 belicye he is tobe revealed fu-ther and in fuller glory ; 
But he is truly already revealed as the Sayiour, Shephea:d, and Bi- 
thop of the Soul,and many are gathered hoe to their reſting place 
in him,which while they were ſcattered up and downupon the bar- 
ren Mountains ( before the Shepherd appearcd and made hinſclf 
manifeſt ) they could not find. 


Fe ſeems to lrike at the. pcace and joy which. is of God, and to. 


give it a daſh, Becauſe minds eſtranged from the Enlightenings and 
Convittions of God, have mach. peace in their wayes, and ſuch are 
wnder deluſions. 


Anſw. We do not tell men of the peace and joy wehave in-oun - 


God boaſtingly, but in a faithful way of Teſtimony concerning, 


and invitation to, what we once wanted, but goW have found under. - 
the leadings of the true Shepherd. And the peace and joy which he . 
gives, is an Cyidence and aflyrance in the hearts of thoſeta whom. 
xt is given by him. And they.that have been greatly diſtreffedfor . 


wang of the Lord. and his powerful Arm of Salvation; having 
met wich it, it riſeth up from-Life. in them to teltibe and ſay to 
others, Lo this js our God we have wai:hd for bim, and we will be 
glad and rejoyce in hu Salvation. And O that \e allo were firipped 


of this dead, notional, comprehenfive knawledge concerning the- 


Saviour ; that ye might meet with the Saviour ftumſelf, and receive 


that knowledge from him which'is Life Eternal. And thus, =_ 
L & + t 


: T 9:7) 
the trae peace and joy thereof trom him, ye 
- He ſpeaketh, Of ſuffering loſr and of plraſes 
better Fay he ). 18 {affer boſe in theſe then 
dejtroye | j" v5 $0542) -s 
ro . Let him apply this home. O- that he: aw how thoſe ' 
hraſes and expreſſions, and imaginary knowledge, whichbe fiath FR. 
rough forth in this Letter, ſtands in his way to hinder the Tree | 
knowledge, and that he cannot poſſibly receive the trae knowl 
without being <mptyed of theſe, andparting wi.h them, | 
excellency of the knowledge of the'Truth as it is in Jefus': "Anfl 
without the true knowledge of Jeſus, men cannot burperiſh al. 
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xpreſſions, 


je | 
ra" be- 


and 


be overtaken with deſtruRion. { 
The for being belpful to eſtabliſh Perſons in Grace," . 
Anſw. Such kind of Dodrines as. theſe do not tend thereto;- 
They may eltabliſh men in ſuch a notion of Grace as he hath for+ 
med; But rhey neither tend to lead to, nor eſtabliſh in th> Graee it 
ſelfe, but keep men from it. Nay 1 can truly ſay it, fromhiny 
is true, that he hicnlelf cannot receive the Grace, the thin{it1 
till he part with theſe notions. And 'Q- that he might 'know the 
Stone cut out ob the Mountaine without hands, to daſh his ItnaSe; 
that.che living one ( who gives Life )might be received by hin; . 
ia that meaſure of Grace and Truth, which he inwardly di es , 
toa!l that travel out of the darkneſs of th:ir own imaginations.anf 
conceivings upon the Scriptures, into his pure Light, oh 
The maine- reaſon he giveth why he is not ſariffied with that 
which I ſent him, concerning the ſum and ſubſtance of the rrue Re? 
ligion is, becauſc it fights with his notions, even a ſtatirig 6f* ole 
Righ:couſneſs with God, according to bis —p—— | 
abfolutly a meer dream, which he-bath dreamt of hop 


not ſcen in the Light of the day. For the cry of rhe Sp tf. 
Lord is in the Goſpel day, Qpen ye the gates that the Right 

on which keepeth the Truth may exger in.. This is th: Truth, as 

$- hah reyealed by his own Spixn, 4 this our day; Butto ſay, hh - 
| ſpeaks of our ſtate in him, .wjchout wicneſfing it in our ſelves, is bat 

| a.meer dream : And mencafinot-bring forth fruit ro-God,; ngr be - if 
| - lovdy and pleaſing iq his eyes, Þiv. as ahbeis:fallolv Gr Ter” © 
; ploughed up, the Thornes, Thilt cs, Bryers, and «hav ; = 


waclean and- unholy removeg.' 1844, 
Chriſt, he ſauh, 1 #be beayenly man and manſion in os a 
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(10) 
thus bleſſed, and in whom we ſu down in a ſtate of Reſt and Riconcilli. 
ation, Heavenly and Dione, before and without 'the conſideration of 
= way Reghteouſneſs which we have wrought, &c. 

Avrſw. It he means this concerning the full litting down in Reſt ; 
it is direAly contrary $0 Scripture. For none fir down in that full 
Reſt, before and without conſideration of Works of Righteouſneſs 
wrought by them. For that great Judgment, is a time of rendering 
to every man according to his works, Kelt is the Reward of the 
Traveller : And his Travels arc not deſpiſed, but conlidered in 
his Reward. Mark, every one that improved the Talent, had a re- 
ward from his Lord. And come ye bleſſed f my Father inherit the 
Kingdom prepared for you : For 1 was an bungred, and ye gave me 
meat, &c. Math. 25. And the Apoſtle is ot the ſame mind with 
Chriſt, when he ſaith, Ir « a Righteous thing with God, to recom- 
pence tribulation to them that trouble you, and to yeu reſt, cc. 2 Theſ. 
x. 6, 7. So that Perſonsdo not fit downe in eternal bleſſedneſs in 
Chriſt, before or without conlideration of any works wrought 

them. 

And then for ſitting down inan heavenly divine ſtate of Righ- 
teouſne!s, Reſt and Peace in him here; It is a glorions State to be 
trawelledto. The e muſt be a tranſlating out of th: Kingdcm of 
darkneſs, into the Kingdom of the dear Son tirſt. The Kingdom 
mult firſt be- come, and the Soul prepared toenter into it, at the 
Gate which the Spirit opens to him in the way of the Goſpz1. For 
it is one thing to know ſomewhat of Chriſt, and to begin to. be- 
come a Diſciple ; and another thing to learn of him ſo to deny x 
mars own Wiſdom, and will, as.to come to receive and be born of 
that which is true and living of him, and to learn to wait aright 
for the opening of the gate,andente: ing into the Kingdom and Land 
of Lite, and to be prepared to fit down with him. 

For their is a ſtate of Diſcipleſhip, wherein a man hardly krow- 
eth a ſctrlement, ſo. much as how to watch with Chrill rightly 


and conſtantly : But it is a great matter to be able ty» dwell and * 


abid: with him. None can do this, But be that can dwell with devos- 
ering fire and everlaſting. burnings : For the pure Word of Life 
1s 8:f1:e, and he that ſits down in the heavenly place in him, mult 

ſit down in that hre. ;  : 
1 his he Reckons the firm ſtable ſtate which indeed is no ſtate at 
all. There is not a ſtate in Chriſt without being in Chriſt : ny 
Len 
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| (11) 3; 
then the Nate is according to the Souls bcing in Chriſt: For then 
the \Work of Regeneration, the Work of Santtification, the Work 
of Juſtiſying, cc. goeth on and a man is with God, according ag 
he is framed and new created in Chriſt, and not otherwiſe, So that 

the Life an. Power of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is found Judging and 
Condemning whatever is not of God z and Juſtifying orely what 
is of God in him. For the Soul then comes into the rew Cove- 
nant which requireth and Juſtifierh that which is new, all that is 
wrought-in God ; and condemneth all that is wrought out of him. 
And {0 here is the true ſence and knowledg of 1in, by the new, and 

ure Law of the new Covenant, and the Advocate known and 

epentance given by him upon all occalions, to thoſe that wait 
upon him, and the Sprinkling of the Blood, -and Remiſiion upon' 
Repentance. T his is the new and Living Way of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, which he hath conſecrated for all his ( made known in the 
d. monftration of his Spirit ) which will ſtand for ever : Whereas 
mens aprehenſions about thoſe things which they have gathered and 
comp:ehended of th.mlſelves out of the Scriptures (in the ſuppoſed 
Light of their ratural Reaſon'and Underſtanding ) are but Dreams 
and will vaniſh even in their own hearts, if ever the true Light ariſe 
the e. 

He (aith, This ſtate can never fall nor be _ fallen from. 

Anſw. There is a way of coming to Chriſt, and there is a way 
of preſ rvat.on in Chriſt, For there is a Power that Redeems ; and 
men are preſerved by that Power in ſubjcRion to it. And ſo every 
one, That thinketh he ſtandeth # to fear,- and take heed leſt be fall : 
' Ardnot to bo.ſt and ſay, I am ina” ſtate of Fuſtifycation, which 
u firme and cannot be moved ; and it cannot fall, nor be tinally fatlen 
from, Foy,ze are kept by the power of God, through Faith unto Salva-. 
tion, Keep to the Power which preſerves ; Hold that” faſt which 
thou bait, let no man take thy Crown. Keep the faith, make not ſhip-" 
wrack of it, and cf-a good Conſcience. O that men knew the right 
 Bodrine, and way of coming to Chriſt ! ( which they cannot do, 


till they are taught of 'the Father, Job. 6.45. ) and the right 
DoRtine and Way of a bling in tht; For cruly meris 
profciſed coming to Chrilt, believing /and ſtanding at this day, is 
generally notiona!, outward, without ; but n3t in the inward Life 
\. and Power it ſe:f, without which xo man can come to him, nor 

ſtand #hd abide in him. _ 


(12) 
He chargeth ns, With ſerting up a Covenant of Works , alwayee 
doing and never done 54 Covenant to be performed by ws, for our 
ſelves, not by Corift for us 
An[w. 1 would he ſaw-in the => 1 how unjuſt and untrue 
this charge is, For th: Lard God of Lite knoweth that he himſelf 
hath tayght, us the new Covenant, and thereby tavght us to wait 
uponhimſelf in his Son, to work all our works in us and for us : 
And this we dayly experience, that we can work nothing, but as 
heworks in us. Therefore our whole courſe is a waiting on him 
in ſtilneſs, to witneſs him appearing and doing all in us : And ble(- 
ſed he his Name, we'do not wait in vain. But if he think all works 
are excluded out of the new Coycnant, he greatly erreth : For-che 
Warks of Gods Spirit are required and have a place therein : And 
God and-Chriſt (the King _ Shepherd) is the Judge of his People 
in the new Covenarg, and juſtitiech ox condemneth according to 
the Lav thereof. In the faith and obedience he juſtifieth : In the 
unbcliefc and diſobedienceihe condemns, witkout reſpect of Perſons, 
And it is a pretious thing in the Goſple Miniſtration to come to 
God the Tudge of all, and to witneſs true-judgment ſet up by God 
4n a mans own heart, that by rhe miniſtration of the pure ,udgment 
there the Soul may come to learn Righteouſneſs , of the holy 
T-acher and Shepheard, eyen the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is juſt 
and faithful under his Fath.r, in the impartial Miniſtration of the 
new Covenant. 0-4 | 
Hereupon ſevera] charges he brings againſt us, through his own 
-mniſtakes and miſgpprehenlions of us. - 
As Furſt, That our Datbrine imployes Free Will and power in the 
CTeAL re. (] . -- hs ey 
Anſw. We have never experienced Frge Will nor Power as of ogr 
ſelyes;but as we have bin turned. toGodsPower and received it from 
him ; nor did we ever teſtiGe to others, that they could receive and 
emb:aceTruth in their wn will by theix own power. that this 
Perſon Had true diſcerning of, and were ſevered from that Spirix 
which thus chatgeth vs ! For- whoever ,.reccives this T<ltimony 
concerning the_inyard: Light-of aurlozd.Ffus Chriſ, ſhall never 
find bimſcif able to do any-thing thexgighy, his own will andF 
power-:-But there witnefſeth, Geds begetting hin” gut of his own 
will, by the Life apd Power of Truth. " 
Secondly, He chargeth it, That is maketh_the Election F4 God, 
altqge. ber fruſtraniou:. , Anſw. 
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Anſw. Elcition ofthe $66, $287 Seed ic doth notatall make 


fraſt. anious : -But mens apprehenſions 
CEL Monger the troe Doctens of Eledion dock 
vw He 


ferhac in him, ty, 
lar Gen Faye prfayurr park £oxggreben recon maja 
Seed fare to b:m';, growing in RC 


tion 15 to the truely obedient. y/ 
He ſaich, Owr Righteouſneſs: with ade nt QCi/11.3X 
Anſw. But is there not (omewhat which. I RELY 
—_ with God ? And can we he —— 
come to that Foundation, and be made] byic Pau it? 
brit believe in him? And is not bath 5 wit 
the holy Root, and maketti a a ew uheguetts 


ift is found ? Doth not Faith make a erwecn chem 
. believe, and chem chat believe: noe ? So- gn ſoon as ever 
there is true faith, and it thus works, the Stare is changed: And 
there is no Juſtification before faith. For in the unbelict is — 
demnation for ever. He. that belicveth not s condemned 
And what, is he juſtified chere tao nache fawe time 24Fpb hnakians 


our Facher, jaſtified ip the unbelief and diſobedience ? Or in be= 


fieving and obeying God ?. for what ſaith the Scripenre? Abrahams 
believed God and it was conted to him for Righteouſn oafonks 
That which I ſpoke of, he ſaith, [s = tbe rus and ſup-ys- 


ſtrubbure... 
Anſw. When Chriſt direfts men to.the Sced of the 1 


the Seed, of the Lighe, of th ee? oe Bro 
the Seed, of & 0 Spirir*, 

— that the froie of mens being 
made Righteous ? not turn to thar,receiy: thar, be- 
heve in zþat, even in s lrpoge/ of Gods Spirit ( for they ore the 
zxue and raght bejicvery. ) before a man can come to be made 
gcovs, or accouned Righteous inthe ryes of the Lord ? For non-+ 
are Righteous but mhim ; And all are out of hum, till they be ga-" 


thered inte bim. , 
in a Book-emtituled, The 


_;Fe inſtgncerh; in one paſſage of o4 


Sum or hte gon Kebpits, who 
at 


Qu 

urvepy alls kper wid x 4peric: 
5s vn rr op we whor r6be brooghe 
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what 1 be kepe in ſubjettion ky obedience ro him who is to Reigy, 
Naw to experience 3t thus dotie in the hearr, the fieſh brou;ht down, 
the Seed of Life raiſed, and the Soul" foie to the putre beavenly 
yewer, whoſe right it is 20 Reign1in rbe beart, mn and by the Seed, thus 
wa blefſed tare wndeed. For bere the work_s done, cc, theſe were 
my words. Now mind, God is the Teacher inthe new Covenant. 
Now he that hath learned this of him, hath he not learned the true 
Religion ? Ani1s tot this.a full ſum and ſubſtance of Religion? 
Wh. the Apoſtle faith, Pare Religion and undefiled before God 
34 to viſit the fatberleſt;\&c. &lais,. might this Spirit have ſai 
2gainſt che bleited Apoſtle, that is not the pure Religion, ( not the 
ſum or ſubſtance of pure and undenlcd Religion ) that is bur a fruit 
or ſuperſtruture. O'that men had true ſence and underſtanding ! 
That they might favour the words that come trom Gods Spirit, 
21d the words that come from theis own Spirit ; and might not be 
oftcnded ar that which true, pure and living of him. 

But having diſlikcd this ſum, he giveth one of his own, in theſe 
words following. 1 ſay the ſum, and that which firſt and mainly tm- 
ports wa to krnrow, au the Lord bath taught me ;, us that the old mans 
crucified with Chriſt, and brought down into his grave, and that we 
are riſen together with him, by the ſaith of the opperation of God, ard. 
from this faith tobe work ng with God, to morts;ie our members that 
arc on the earth. 

Anſw. Doth not Chrilt ſend his Apoſtles to preach the Goſpel ; 
and give chem. this m_flage, chat Gnd' is Light, and to turn their 
minds to the iruc Light, that they might be enlighrencd by it ? 
Docth it not mport men firſt to know that, whereby they mighr 
be Crucitficd, before they can know themſelves Crucitied th.reby ? 
So that Chriſt did judge this as the firſt thing neceſſary to be known 
in the preaching of the Goſpel, and bid menp each he Light, and: 
tatn men to the Light, and to the inward appearance andvoice of 
Gods Word in their hearts : And whar'are met riſen together 
with him. by the faith of the opper&ion 6f God, -while they are 
yet intheir fins, in their ungodly ſtate. And how can any witn.fs 
the faith of che opperation'ef God in this ftate ? Now it had been 
betrer he had fordorn affirming that the Lox#4aughrhim thas, For 
truly the Lord never raught'any thus. This is not truth f: om God, 
nor Will it be ——_— Lord as Nis 'Frumh;: when be comes co 
appear betore him : And he ſhould have took tt to-himielf, andnot 

| have 
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twoepur the Name of th: Lodo it. © | 6 ot 2238 
But againſtrhis his own Doin be raiſeth anodjeQion, in theſe 
words. Shall we mortsfie that which « mor: ified already ? | 

His Anſwer is, The-old man which . grucifed cogerber . with 
Chriſt, is the ſtate of the flejh and of enmity. This u paſt away, and in 
this us the Concerii of -oig” Righitoyſneſs and Ju{tification proper'y 

That which retnains to'be 'mortified, are onr menibers upon earth, 
which are the fruits of that evil fact, winder the mertifying of theſe, 
« the concern of our Sanitification. The will of God u done” in 
heaven, &c. 

Anſw. Paul (peaks of the Law of fon in his mernbers ;-and he 
alſo ſpeaks of the body of death, and cries out xgainkt that, O wrdtth- 
cd mar that 1 am, fauh he, who [bell deliver me-frome 97.00 
death ? He felt ſomewbat that agorithed and gaveſtrength tothe 
Law of fin in his members, and looked upon himſelf as wretched, 
t3 1 he conld meet with d-liverance there-fronm. Now fome are cf 
opinion that there is no being delivered from the body of fin, while 
in this Life. Doſt thou look upors it to be done 'in Chriſt for us 
without us but never to be don by” Chriſt in vs? Ler metell thee, 
if ever thou come to Wi:n:ſs the pure, eternal Light of the Lord 
F:ſus Chriſt revealed in thee, that-will not find out ſome members 
on earth onely, but the very body thereof and ſhew thee the neceſ- 
ſiry of the pnting off that bad from thee, and- char circumcilt 
whe.eby it is to be don?, which is the circuniciſton of Chiift 
Mark, the promiſe of the new Covenant ; 1 will circxmeiſe thine 
beart and the heart of thy ſeed to (ove the Lord thy God with all thine 
hears that thou ch oy live. Is not this *the -circanGolin 'of 
Chriſt ?:Doth not this cut off the body of the {ins of rhe tk fh in the 
pariiculer, where this is witneſſed #: This 15 the Truth as it is in 
Jeſus, even To put of the bid '1nan with bis deeds. It doth not fay, 
the body. 15 put off in Chriſt without'xs, and nen muſt oneiy putoff 
be members or deeds; but, they muſt pus off rhe body, and come tw 
wirhefs in themſelves the- very Nature, Spirit, Roor and Principle, 
from whence tlicy protecd;; Qt-down 21d: deftroyed' in them. 
They malt feel the Axe lad roche rdor of ' the 'corrapt Trees and'it 
cat down in them/(- not xhink-t ehough te fay iris done in Chriſt 
for hm) yea,chey aullalo with rhe Dobd ariſing to ſnake thbly 
the earth,in which the Trea grew, that f the place of Draggns, and 
&erpent; ( waere eaciFlay © a pL) may bence forward be- 

z Come. 
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become the place of bolyneſ s, ka graſs may grow, and the new: 
e 


plants and flowers of the Paradiſe of God. And how is the will of 
God done 1n heaven ? Is it done in heaven after this minner ? Have 
Mercy and Righteouſneſs the Preheminence the leading of the Van 
( they are his own words )and ſaid to go bcfore and look down 
trom heaven after this manner fr body of ſin bcing put off in 
Chriſt cthere)are there nor thoſe here on ea: th wh» dwel in heaven? 
Whoſe converſation is in.heayen, eyen the Witneſſes to Gods ho!y 


Truth, who are aſcended up above the Spirit of this world, and. 


dwell in Gods holy Spirit, and who walk in the Light, as God-is 
io the Light, Hell is not far from the wicked ; nor is Heaven far 
from chem, who are renewed in the Spixics of their minds and who 
witnels the paſling away of the old things, and the new Creation 
in Chriſt, O that he could look back ( in a true &.nce ) and fee how 
he bath wreſtedrthoſe Scriptures! Fſal. 85. 9,10, 11. Iſa. 4. 2. 
and Ephef. 2. 6.jater his own imaginations : And indeed in this Spi+ 
ric mencannot but turnthe pre:30us Trath of God into a lye, that 
is, as to themſelves, as to their own knowledge of it. It is known, 
how the Branch of the Lord is beautiful and glorious, and the fruit 
of the earth excellent and comely, and in what day it is ſo ; which 
day is, When the Lord ſhall have waſhed away the filth of the daugh- 
ters of Sion, and ſhall have purged the blood, Sc. by the Spiru of 
judgment and by the Spirit of burning, 11a. 4. 4. Then eyery one 
that 1s left ſhall be called holy, and the Branch of the Lord ſhall be 
glorious un che midſt of them, and the fruits of the earth excellent 
and comely for them, And then they that arc thus purged, ſhall fit 
with Chrt in the heavenly places, there being 41 abundant enterance 
miniſtered to them intothe everlating Kingdom, 2 Per. 1.11, 

Thirdly, He charge:h it with making the obedience and ſuffering 
of Chrijt ſup:rfluous, except onely as a pattern. 

Aaſ. Chriſt came todo the Fathers will,: 0 obcy,to ſuffer, Toraf 
death for every man ; to fight with and overcome the devil,to.offer 
an holy, ſpotleſs Sacrihce for all mankind that through h'm they 
might witneſs atcoaement and accepiance Andihe Kord jaw the ule 
ofthis, and we witneſs rhe uſc ot this, and find every thing inirs 
proper place and ſervice in him, who Gods Covinant of Lite 
and Peace in us and to. us, But the work of this day, isnot to Preach 
up a notional knowledge of theſe things ( the Chriſtian World fo, 
called, hah beca. drowned and dead incheny long cnough ) but wg 
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when it ap 


He hath farther charges againſt us, Of -cry5g up Works againſt 
ace and righteouſneſs againſt Gods ,Conformit 
ift; Teatro make a Chriſt of our righteoufneſ, 
our Conformity. 
what will this man'do, when the Lo:d (ball ſhew unto 
him, that he hath charged not ſo much us, as the Spirit and Power, 
and pretious appea: ance of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt with theſe 
things ! We cry up works no- otherwile then we are ta 
and as the Apoſtles and Prophers have cried them up 
necciſary, and Works are neccffary in theirplaces : And the Julti- 
fication of each follow them. And be that receiyech the Spirit of 
the Son, and therein doth- Righteouſneſs, is thzrein eſt.emed of 
God Righteous, as the Son « righteous. 1 Fob. 3. 7. God Juſtifieth 
us in his Son, and loveth his holy Seed to therein, and the Faith 
that comes from him, and'al} the Works that are wrought in him ; 
and out of this holy Root of Life and Power is no'man, nor his 
Faith, nor his Works Juſtifed. 

. Thep for mans Grace and Righreouſtic ſs. Where dorh he hear us 
y__ of mans Grace ? O what doth he wean ?, Wil 

nt the cauſe of his neighbour or brother to make it 
mans Righteouſneſs, we do not cry: it up or 


the workman ,man 


to Chriſt, againjt 


4 Saviour 


Anſw. 
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( r7 ) Y ap 
t1iag tochat meaſure of the Spirit,co that ſeheCof Yrace andTixth! 
which 15 by jeſus Chriſt, wherein the ben&ft of t i 
reaped and injoyed : And indeed that ig the work committed unto 
us trom the Lord, who gave us this T 
men may think or ſp:ak of us. 
And where as be ſpeaks of our 

Sermons to favour our Cauſe. 


eſtimony to bear, whatever 
leying hold of paſſages, in his Printed 


bat is his miſtake, as ro me. It was for his fake I men- 
tioned it. There was indeed at that time ſomewhat Rtirri 
which would have gathered him, had he known and obeycd its 
yoce, and not 1un out into lofry notions concerni 
ſome ſence then of a Gl 
the true Prophet : Thou 
concerning it, and did not r1 


which he mig 
ran out in bis imaginatio 
ghily apprehend, nor know how an 


tir 0n ; but teſtifie 
be uncloathed-6t-it : And we oar ſelves were fainto pazt 
with it, and put it off before we could be cloathed with 
Rizhrcouſne's. Butthe Works of Life, the Works of Gods Spitit, 

the 
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"the Works of the new creature, the Works of the new Covefiant; 
theſe are not mansWorks, nor unrighteous Works, conderaned 
by God, but Juſtibed in and, through him chat works them. The 
Works wrought in us axe truely acceptable, and we in him who 
IWorks them, who is 0ur Righteovuineſs. And concerning this Peop e 
( thele-Children of the new Coycpant ) which the Lord hath Bc- 
gorten and brought forth in chis our day, charScriptare is fulhiled 
in thea and upoa them Their righteauſneſs « of me ſaith the Lord. 
Iſa. 54 17. Well as long as the Lord laich 10, we matrer i ot 
though others ſay that our Righteonſneſs is of our ſelves, and that 
it is our 0Wa Righteouſneſs, Going afnred that Gods T*:ftimony 
ig our hearts ( as to this thing ) will Rand. + 
He aggraraterk this charge thus. And this to be done by thoſe 
that bave becn ſo {ar enlightened, and that accouns all the Relig on 
and Profeſſion in the world below them as carnal. 
Anſve. Indecd we magnify Truth, Life, the Anoiming, the 
$pirirual, che inward appearan-e of our Lord Jeſus Chriit, to 
which we have bcen turned, and in it made Spiritual : And all other 
Knowledge, Eaich, Profeſſion, Religion f which hath nor irs r:(e 
here } we cannot but call carnal. For the enlightnin? Spirft ofthe 
Lord hath given us this Teſtimony to bear, againſt all the dead, 
Hotional Profeflors of this Age, who build from the Leter ( or 
rather their appreben(ions of the Letzer,) out of the Life, all which 
cry up aames of the Foundation and corner Stone, but refuſe, re et; 
d.ny and turn frim che corner Stone himſelf, and have neichcr ſkill 
Bor pai-nce to try what he is, 4nthis his Pure, Pretious, Living, 
Powerful and:Glorious Appearance, inthe Spiritnal Lich: of his 
inwardday, after the long thick Darkneſs of the for.going night. 
And-wo would be unto vs, if we did not thaSreſtify. For, For thrts 
cauſe we were b. ra and' brought ito theworld, to re{tify ro the 
preſent appeaxance of, our (9d, and of is Chriſt *n' rhis our day ; 
fory to him who hath called and choſervus to,'and ( ina true and 
prefiows m g{urc. and deg: ee of «kts own pure-biſe Ymade us faith» 
il tNeveln, ; ;. -x 7 141. 6 ; ; | 
. This .( (aig! ed) as {0 far from giving ws 4 liſt nearby haven” 
that I of Gp, $70pedy. reſemble'it ; thent to « fer forth's 
Airſat ck, why znel{zay! bythe, way when vey were cime Fs 
Egypt, 4nd [mas the bmdmoſt o{ them, & TDI 
Arſw, Dy. 24 talf of having alife adarer herycr, © fearti che 
4 Way, 
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work: ar Age - the wherein to dea = G 
beer We t wil Oe: in your Fo 
thatwhich r ppoſeal bb Spirit. he bca beef" long 1 learni 
ter your 0d conteivings ard: afptetraſiohs'of the Letter Ip 
lefigch'come to learn the Truth: as jt is" in Jeſks, which difev 
Gn an&death, and rhe body of ir, and crucities ahd purs & off 
mak:s room in the heart for him thar is Trae and pue. Aud Form 
for Amaleck; ſmiting [fracl, O how g' eatlyare ye miſtaken , ye 
take your {.lves'for 1ſrae!, and is for Amalerk,, whereas-if your: 
eyes were arnointed, ye would fee that we have been begatten and 
born of Gods Spirit; through the Word of Life which was fiom 
the beginning, wherein we haye been Circumciſed with the Cir- 
cumcilion made without hands, that we might worſhip God in his 
own pure Spirit, and in his I'ving Truth ; andthar our God hath 
—_— "Pp ared to us, and led us out of Egypts Land, and'out 
of Babylon alſo, and all tbe Lands whereino IT hart been ſcartev- 
ed inthe cloudy and dai k day : And that this is Amaletks ſpirit 
im you ſcyeral ſorts of Profeſſors ( through your dark wen NY 
on; and.conceivings about tfe.Lerter ) which rifeth up'ag; 
and chis Spirit in you ! feareth nor thac God who hach k 
and by his own holy Arm of Power hath led; and is leading us.” $3 
that we may rake up the” complaint of rhe Propher i in this day, Who" 
bath believed our Repo? #, and to.whom is the Arm of the he fora Fey Re 
mays ? L hough ſpeak what we have hea! 

TA ,and of the Word w am Ne RY 
gong, Faf frm the Wirneſs of GBd i YoliFogf 
GY Ciahnbr JE bug Teliimny, bur $ oÞ ofe fi wit 
your ,< _ ry »cofceited, imaginary kuowkedge, whids 
wil You in ho ad at ail When ye cone eto appear | t beforg 
od.” " 
Then he pr pg , comp'ain' _ us thus : AYS$;7: a 


ſtead of c 7 the. back: ar ata motrin ' 144 in lf ; | J01 
you clog our Ang and fall hor our Rear ; yarn of erving 


Kingdom of Chriſt, hat the arch hs new in 
the pr ples of tbe Ge/} 7 did only sf Wot t 
(hn CE BC mls 


fed ng 414 Ki | 4,9 
thef chr 0 no #th.r K rs #"T'r:06 ciple © FI 
Jour Javts.”” whe 
* An(w. Gt Es DP? FOR darkpefs at all, | Aaehans 
the taeflage of che {ery t John 3. 5. And 
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And Chriſt, who is one with the Father, he is one andt'e ſame 
Light wich him, and we .confels we look not for another beliges 
Fm, nor for another Kingdom beſides the Kingdom, which is rc- 
vealed in him; for the Kingdom which is revealcd and manifeſt. 
&d in and by him, is the Spiricual, Ececnal, Everl.ſting King lom, 
and there js not 2nother. \Ve do not ſay the Fulneſs,or that th full 
Glory of the Kingdom is now revealcd or enjoyed, ( nay, we con- 
fels we have but the earncſt, in compariſon but a mea ure, a pro- 

ortion ) but this is the ſame in nature and kind wich che Fulncſs 
it ſelf. And all that is of Chriſt, of his Spirir, of his Nature is ſa- 
ving ; the leaſt meaſure of his Grace that appeareth in any heart, 
bringeth Salvation with it, the leaſt rouch of his Finger ha:h pure 
Life and ſaving Virtue inic : Yet this is not diſtin& nor \parate 
from the Fulneſs, and ſo it is not another, though ir be not th. Ful- 
neſs. 

But whercas thou complaineſt of our not miniſtering to you in 
your Journey, but clogging it : Oh that ye knew what your 
Tourney is, and whither ye are marching and traveling in hat pre- 
{.at ſpirit whetein ye aft. We acknowledge it Gods great Love 
and Mercy to us, to deiver us from that ſpirr, and from that way 
of Knowledge, Religion, and Worſhip , wherein ye till abide. 
And what we have ſeen and known from tte Lord, that are we 
required of him to teſtiic to you ; and if your eyes were opened, 
(by the Principle of Light from him) in.the holy Anoincing, ye 
would bow to the Teſtimony : But judging; of ic ina contrary 
wiſdom and ſpirit, ye not only.tarn from it, but fight acainlt ir, 
3nd reproach and flander ns, for our faithfuineſs ro the Lord and - 
good will to you, which ih: Lord make you ſenſible of, and for- 

ive you, that at length ye may know ahd receive him who is 
-% deſire of all Nations ) in his pure, living, inward and fpiritual 
arance. | 


And as for denying the 6cft Principles, that belongs to' your 
felyes : for do ye not deny that Light which is the foundation of 
ail-and whcrein and wh:reby all the miſteri-s of Gods Kingdome 
gre_ ſeen: ad inltead thereof ſet up a potional, comprehenſive 


knowledge of your qwnconceiving, compebening 20d gatheting 

om the be. whereas no oY rſtand the. PIT bar be, 
ie cones ifnto andabid.s in the Light,” This we have expericnced in 
gur ſelves formerly ; for we were but gueſling at, and imagining 
b 64 | wing 


(#1) | 
concerning the Letter, until and farther then we were turhed' 00, - 
and or minds gathered into, and compre hended in the Light 
Gods Spiric. And as for diſowning he fag of Chrilts Kingdom, 
th: Lord knoweth that is far from us : tor we our ſelves bleſs him 
for what of his Kingdom is already appeared ; and wait and hope 
for the further and tuller appearance. thereof. Bur this we confeſs, 
another Spirit, another Chriſt, anorher Light, another Lite, ano-- 
ther Power, another Kingdom, beſides him who - rr 
peared, we do not expett. For he is our King and Kingd: m both : 
and the leaſt proportion of his Lite and Spigit received, ( bought 
with the Joſs of all; and ſo purchaſed and fled, } is no leſs then 
_ of great price, and an heavenly Kingdom to him that enjoy- 


it, | : 
He addeth further, Ff Chri/t be but a Principle, then we- are no 
other, and onely Principles ſhall be ſaved, and no Perſons. Is this 
ur Goſpel! . 
An > Chriſt is the promiſed Seed, to which all the promiſes 
are, in which Seed all che families of the-Earth are Bleſſed, as they. 
are gathered unto, and grafted into Him. But he is not only 
Secd, but thee ſeeds-man alſo ; who ſowerh of his Life, of his Na- 
ture, of his Spiric, of his heavenly Image in the hearts of the Chil- 
drcn of men. He giv:th a meafure of the Grace and Truth unto 
them, the fulneſs whereof he hath received of his Father. Now 
this meaſure of the Lighr Eternal is very -.pretious, and is thar 
wherein he appears and manifeſts /himſelfe : Yea indeed glorious 
things are both ſpoken, and witnefled of the Seed/of Life, of the 
Seed of the Kingdom, of the Grace and Truth which comes by 
Jeſus Chriſt. But we never ſaid that this Seed,or Meaſure of Lite, 
isthe Fuineſs it ſelfe, but that which the Fulneſs imparts to vs, 
and brings Salvation home to our doors by:  Andif any / man will 
rcceive & iſt, he muſt receive that from"Chriſt wherein he mary- 
f.ſts-himſelfe. There is a difference berweeh\ the Light which er- 
lighrenerh ( the fulneſs of Light, which giveth the'meaſure of 
Light, the m:aſure of annoynting/ to us ) and the meaſure or pro- 
portion Which is given : the-one is Chriſt imnſelfexkc other-is Hi * 
gift : "yer bis gitt/is of the ſame Natave with kitfelfe/iand- lee! 
veris thoſe that receive it and abide in' it, into the fam? Nitrers #5 
that nt onely the gift is one with him, but we'alſs are one with 
him in the gitt, Come be not thus wile after the-Beſh, nor Johor 
D {trive 
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ſtrive ſo (- ivthy wiſdome and knowledge out of the Truth ) to 
Triumph over the Truth, and Trucks Teſtimony, in this the day 
of Gods great Love, and glorious Arm of Salvation, revealcd in 
the midſt of his People, which he bath gathered out of ; Kubylon, 
and th; dark kaowledg, thereof, inco the Light and Kingdom of 
his owndear Sqn ; where he giveth chem Ecernal Life, and of the 
fruics of the Good and Heavenly : 


He addeth ; / firmly believe, and | b have alltke Saints tha. beut 


gone before; that Chriſt i @ Perſon, and bus Spirit us aliving Priv- 
Ciple in: the bearts of all the faizhſul, but is 1s not the Spirit or Princt- 
ple in tht ddreder ng. np uhe mn Chr Peſos 

Anſ. If he mean. by.che man Chrilt Jefus, The ſecond Aden, 
the quickening Spirit, the heavenly Man, the Lord from beaver, 
he wha 58 ane with the Father, the Word which was in the beginning, 
which created all things, I grant him to be the Redeemer, for it was 
he who laid down his glory, wherewith be was glorified before the 
World was, and mads bimfelfe of no reputation, but took upon bim the 
form of a ſervant, and came a a ſeryant, inthe faſhion of a man, to 
4+ the. will. But if he diſtingwſh Chriſt from this Wo:d and Spirit, 
and make the Mans Nature, the Savigur, and the God-head only 
aſſiſtznt ro him ( as he ſeemed xo word ig before, and as th:ſe his 
words {cems to.imply ) that I utterly deny. For fo teſtificth the 
| Scripture, 1 an. the Lord, and befides wt there is no Saviour. 1 am a 
juſt God and a Saviowr, &:c. $0 that Chriſt is the Savieur, as be is 
one with God. It was Gods Arm and Power ( revealed in him ) 
that effects Salvation. Yea it I may ſo ſpeak, his obedience was of 
valluz, as i came from the Spirit, and « was the offering it up 
through the Eternal Sperit, that made it ſo acceptable t9 God. So 
that we mult not attribute Redemption originally to him as a mar, 


bur as he cane from God; and brings the honor all back to the. 


Spring and Fountain, from whence he had all, that God may be 
al inall, and the very Kingdom of Chrilt may cndure and abide 
tor ever, in the Root of Lite from whence jt came. 


: And ſo. he, nut a Foundation, or the Corner-ſtone. diſtin | 


fram God':-+ g as the Foundation, was and is the Rock. of Ages: 
the! Spixitua}-Reck, both before and fince he togk npon him the 
body pregzred for him. It is the Spirn, the Life which was revea- 
kd im that ManG by which be did ba Fathers wyll } which was and 
5 the Found#ion-whereupon allthe living Stops are built, Therg 
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is a Foundation of Death z and thats che wicked Spirit. 'Fhete is 
a Foundation of Lite, and thats the holy Spirit þy. which Qhriſt 
himſelfe was led and guided ( in that his appearance in he: fleſh, ) 
which dcſcended upon bim, and be was annoynted with,and alt his 
are to þe annoynted with, and.liye in, the ſame SpicirsAndhe that 
knows Chriſt in chjs Spirit, he hath phe truc.and abiding knowledg 
ot him, .and no otherwiſe : And though the names, Mefub, F:ſs, 
Chriſt,Saviour, Annoynted,&c. were given to. him as.in che fieth, or 
as man, they moRt properly and originally belong to him with re- 
ſpe to the Divine Te 20g Birth in-him as the ſent- one, 4:1d enlyx 
Begotten, Procceding from the Fatber, the, Brightneſs of bis Glory; 
cc. for he as the Eternal $67.9 God was the Spiritual Rock, be- 
fore he took upon .bim that Body which wes - for him; 
which exprefly was called, the-Zody of Jeſws, and which he called 
Thu Temple, and diſtinQly he being called Zeſ we Chrift come in the 
fleſh, which —_ Spirit that confelk pot, is 1164, of God, but i that 
Spirit of Antichriſt, 1. Jos 4-3. 08 »-: 5.1.9 
He jpeaketh of fitting on the T brone of David. | | 
Anſ. Ic is a great matter to know that Throne, which Deuwds 
Throne ſignitied, and Chriſt fitting thereon. - His Kingdom, his 
Throne are not of this outward worldly natyre ; but inward.and 
ſpiritual - and his T hrone is in his Kingdom and T<mple, where 
he reigns and is worſhiped. He that knowegh: Sathan- di 
and caſt out, knowerth alſo-Chriſt come. in; and fitting on big 
Throne. O that men did: give oyer-their' dreaming-abouc the 
beaven'y Glory, and come. thithex.jn theilcadings of Gord 'Sprrit 
where i: is revealkd. They 4. T 
Was-that Seriptoxe written in; vain, £OnceRming-ithe glorious 
{tae of, the Goſpel ? But we ah avith epen $45e belnlding acn 4 
Glaſs, 4be glory of rhe Lord, are charged ines. the ſat Emage; frone 
glory (0:g{ar y, as by the Spirit of the Lord, a Cori 3. 18 
He puttcth up a prayer for us, '7 bat the. Lord would:awakerr' ua, 
41d make us do our fir(t works and xetwry 10-07 ff Lova., 11 0+ 
An(w, Ah pgor man! how is he blinded, ngt-difGetniag bow! the 
d hath,qop this for, us ape, mych.more;z; bur jtighe biowelfe 
what harh 19ſt his. rid fave,and-dorh not do. ys heſtwerks, ory 
tound ſhort gf chat \rengeroels; quicknels and fayaurxhatiance was 
in ip. O:chax be mighs.ſe&.j,and return ta him-whoſe quitkening 
vuruexeltyres:and —__— 4 bis 227 d-2lt 14 99; 2 \z? 
” z A 
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He concludeth with the wks of 2 Prophet fer. Chap. 1 5. vcr: 
15, 16, 17. Hear ye and give ear, be not proud for the Lord bath 
ſpoken. Give glory to the Lord your God, before he cauſe darkneſs, and 
before your feet ftumable upon the dark Mountams, and while ye look. 
for | Legbe be turn it'1nto the ſhaddow of death, and make ue groſs 
darkpeſs. Byt if ye will not hear 38 my Soul ſhall weep in ſecret places 
for your pride, and'mine Eyes weep ſore, and run down with 
Tears, —_— the Lords Flockyss carried away Captive. 

Anſw. How doth this man miſtake in his (ight and applyca- 
t:on of Sc-iptares ? Seeing, and applying in a wrong Spirit. It is 
true, the Lord bath ſpoken, but he himſelfe and many tuch as he 
is have. not given eare, And what is the r. aſon, but becauſe they 
are exalted above the pure Principle of Life in their own hearts ? 
And are not ſuch proud? Hath gor he brought forth theſe weapons, 
the e falſc charges and reaſonings in this paper againit the heritage 
of God in the pride of his heart ? As for us the Lord God hath 
humbled us, and taught us, who have learned, and dayly learn of 
him in the hunvilicy ; and in humility and fear do we give forth-our 
teſtimony, though alſo in the Anthoricy and Majcſty of our Maſt- 
ers Name, whoſe Name ftands over, and is exalted above every 
Name, and his M-untain and gathering is( in the pure Authority 
and Power of his Spiri ) above all other ntains and gather- 
ings whatſoever. And as for Gods cauling darkncfs, let him and 
ſuch as he is look to it, for God dottynot, nor will cavſe dark- 
neſs to them whom he hath gathered into the Light of tus Spirit, 
but faith to them, Arsſe, ſhine, for thy Light © come, and the glory 
of the Lords riſen upon thee, O City and dwellin = of the liv- 
1g God. But thoſe that know nor, or turn agadil is. appearance, 
ani cry up former diþenſations of the ſame Life and Power,but re- 
proxtherhiand blaſphemth the preſenr, ow-them doth he cauſe the 
groſs darkneſs to fall, and cover them. And this whichhe thret- 
neth-ns with, is already fallen upon himſelfe, for bis feet are fallen | 
upon th: dark- mountains ; and whilſt be looks for Light he ha þ 
tuſt that which obce he bad, and his very Light,a5( he eſteems it ) 
is berome-0bſcurity and-grofs darkneſs, as this dark paper of hjs 
(from; the-dark Spirit and Principle ) makes manifeſt to all tha 
thail read- it in'any meaſure of true ſence-or diſcerning. Andtruly 
my ouldoth weep'/mn ſecret for his pride, and. height of Spiric in 
eppvling the Lord, his Truth and Peoplc. And for this cauſe ſhall 
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thoſe, who have looked upon themſelves as the Childien of the 
Kingdom, and flock of God, be laid waſt, and know, that as it was 
a dreadful thing to go Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, in his a 

in fleſh, ſo it is alſo dreadful to oppoſe his appearance in his Spiric 
and Power : wherein he is ariſen to ſer up his Kingdom, and to 
throw down Babilen, which is built in the likncſs of Sion, but by 
and in another Spirir. Thoſe in whom there is any tenderneſs to- 
wards God ( and true breathings after him left ; the Lord give 
them the ſence and true underſtanding of this inward ſpiritual ap- 
pearance of his Son, and of what they have bcen doing and arc 
doing againſt ir ; that they may not continue to tight againſt the 
the Lord, and kick-againſt that which is able ro wound and prick, 
to their own hurt and eternal ruine. For there is not Salvation 
in ay other name, then in that which is now revealed : Bleſſed 
are all they chat truſt therein; it bcing not another but the” ſame 


that ever was. 


Toa Huw POST-SCRIPT. 


H* beginneth it with the juſtification of that paſſage of-his, 
in a forcgoing letter of his to ne, wherein he ſaid, Chriſt « 
Heaven, and I am Hell. 
Anſw. When God viſizeth man, he tinds him in union wi 
Hell, Death and darkneſs, and the man is Dead, is Dark, is of an 
helliſh Nature and Spirit in that ſtare, But when the Lord hath 
converted him, cut him off from that root, leavened him with the 
Spirit and -Nature of his Son, is he Hell ſtill? Te were Darkyeſs 
( faiththe Apolile ) but now are ye Light in the Lord. And' ſuch 
were ſome of you: but ye are Waſhed, but ye are- Sanitifd, but ye 'ar® 
Fuſftified in the Name of the Lord Jeſwa, and by the ſpirit of our God. 
A man can bc but Hell before he is waſhed, before his filcbe- 
ed away by the Spirit — and Burning, befere the 6 
ow þ ow, __ ified and made 2 ncw: hi o__ 
rer the in, and new created Him: 
Chriſt, Is he till Hell ? hk: id 
He faith, He doth not call the new Creature Hell, but there #40! 
Qld Man an Qutward Man,uc well as the New Man & the Inward 
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BA aw ; Fleſh a; lar Bir the Regehevate. - . | 14 
- Anſw, Whit dothhe mcan by che Outward Man, the Sinful 
Body. ; The Eody of Fleſh is within. The outward Body thats ox 

1, thats the Temple of God, where the heat is Santtificd: And 
the -pme Word of Life: Santihes throughout, even in Soul, 
uw Body, in-Spirit, thoſe that are ſubjeft to ir, Knaw ye nor rhar 
Jour \Bedins: re the Temples of thei leving God ? and your Spirits 
muchmofe-;ifor God is a Spirit and he dwels in a Spiritual Tem- 
ple ; and his Temple is holy. =_— 

He addeth, And unleſs your attainment be beyond Pauls, be found 
that in him, ( that is 51 bis fleſh) dwele no good thing : and the Fleſh 
taſting Ag tinjt rhe Spirit, fo that he could not do the thing that : bt 


Anſw. Panldd once experience ſuch a ſtate, that he felt him- 
ſcife Comal, Sold awnder Sin ; when he did not find how ro perform 
that which was good, but did what he hated, the Law of Sm being 
firong ( in his members ) againſt the Law of Life in his mind ; which 

+ ftatthee calleth, A ſtate of captivity to the Law of Sin in his mem- 
ber5,and calleth it awrerched ſtate, Rom. 7. 23;2:4. But did Paul ne- 
ver experience another ſtate ? Did he never witneſs the virtue and 
power of the new Covenant,evern the Law of the Spivit of Life, and 
te: Power ebereof, freeing him from the ſtrength and captivity of rhe 
Law of Sin in hu members ? There were young men, John ipcaks 
of, who were ſtrong and kad overcome the wicked one. Did Paul 
himſelfe never attain ro that ſlate ? He bid others be ſtrong in 
#he Lord and in the Power of his might, and ſhewcd them how t6 
reliſt in. , ſo as to overcome. Did hc never experience and wit- 
aſs it himſelfe ? He ſaid, He had fought a good fight, and was more 

"gn 4 Congueror, What was he then a captive to the Lawnot: Sin »h 
djs members, and-did he chtn cry out, Who ſhall deliver mo! from 
be body .of.. tha Death? Fe faid, . He could do alt —_— 
Cbriſt. that. ſtrengthened him : was not that a ſtate difterenc from 
thai-0ther wherein bt found only to will ? And could not do the 
he. defored, but 'did the evil be allowed not, but bated? And 
cdbe the Lord,.cherc ase many at this day, who wicne's'a fars 
thaniſte:of redemption and deliverance froin.Sin; ani the Law | 
thcreof in the membcrs, then that ſtate of cþtivity-tvds, which | 
Pani there-cxprefieth his formex-groanings and coniplamings un- 


der:: For /be-yras. not ig that ſtate of captivity — 77: | 
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Fpiltle, but knew the Dominion 4 over ſin, ard bid that” 
Church be ſub'ei# to the-Grace, and not give way to fin, but yeeld 
their members ſervants to Righteouſneſs unto wr Qh. 6. -? 
For that other place, Of the Fleſh bffing aimſt the Spirit and 
the Spirit againſt the Fleſh Gal. 5. 1-7. Fe doth nor. there ipeak of 
himſclfe I of the : ph who were in a'weak, low ,and'in- 
deed fallen ſtate, from the Spirit and Power of the Goſpel, having 
let in tha: which was contrary thereumo. And ſo he ſtrives to ga- 
ther them into the Spirit again, and bids them, Lrve in the Spuyie” 
( and walk in the Spirit ) and ſothey ſbould not fulfil the luſts of the 
fleſh. For in the new Covenant man is taught of God, the holy leſ- 
ſon of ceaſing from evil, and doing good : and raughr in, the yittue; 
and power of the Covenant, fo that he learns daily, and prows; 
daily out of Deceit into Truth, until he come to be 4 tre Helis 
in whom there is no Guile, And (0 in the ſpi-itial War, The bopſt 
of Saul grows weaker and weaker, and the bouſe of David flranger 
and ſtronger, until Sauls Kingdom be at kength overrurned ar 
wholly deſtroyed, and the Kingdom of David eſtabliſhed in Righ- 
teouſneſs for ever and ever. 'Then Jeruſalem the holy builling; 2g 
City of the living People, the City of Righteouſneſs, ( the -Habi- 
tation of Righteouſneſs and Mountain of Holineſs ) is known, and 
_—_ is witneſſed. a quiet habitation, tbere being peace in' alf 
cr borders. Then the mind is _ ſtayed upon the Lord. in all _ 
ditions : and he keeps it in perfeCt:p.ace. Then the Soul is” Garttul 
for nothing, but in every thing wakes its requeſts known to'God,' 
by prayer and ſupplycation with than'ogiving and the Peace of 
God which paſſeth all underſtanding, keeps rhe heart and mind 
through Chriſt Jeſus. - Surely the Apoſtle hadlearnell himfelfe, 
( when he taught others this ) in every fate tobe content. He knew 
baw to be abaſed, and bow to abound, &c. O- glorious fate,” Q yur 
ſtate of pure Lite inthe hearr! And what if I ſhopld add, O perfe&t 
ſtate ! The Apoſtle James ſaith, Let partence Bave s;s perfei work_, 
that ye may be Perfelt and Intire, wantin nba, or in wotlh . 
Zan: 1; 3. Whzn Paul had (0. learned Chriſt,” that" abundarite; 6a: 
not lift him up, -nor -wayr- dejett him; & raſekum to repine'or 
diſtraſt, what. di&hewanr'6F ris pertei ſtare $17 1720 047 
His next words-are, If you have ne ſence of rh, your ſhares never 
the better xo be liked, © NE i On 
Anſw. Chriſt ted Captivity Cap:ive, and the ſame Powet is 
pj reverts 
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revealed” ts lead Captiviry Captive in us. And truly when God 
leads our Souls out of Captrvity, putting his fear wichin us, write 
ing his living powerful Law of Life in our hearts, and putting his 
Spirit into us, leading us in the way of holineſs, and cauling us to 
walk therein ; we hnd-this a b-tter ſtate, then when we were groan- 
ing under Capiivity. | 

NS ereher hefais F _ Peace and ſoy flandiin ſeeing no ſin your 
ſelfe, ( in your lelte I ſuppoſe it ſhould be ) / ſhall more then ſuſpett 
it, not to be the Peace and foy of Paul, and all the Saints, but a de- 
luſuon. 

Anſw. Our Peace and Joy is in him who is wichout lin, and it 
abounds in us, in his cleanling and delivering us from lin: and we 
have found h:m remoye lin as far from us as the Eaſt is from the 
W-ſt : andas he removeth iran'greſſion from us, and bringeth fin 
and the power of Sathan to an end in vs, he giveth us of his eace 
and Joy. And truly we do not only witneſs him deltroying (in 


and the works of the D:vil, but breaking the very head ofthe Ser-. 


pent, caſting -him out, And peirceing Leviathan, that crooked Ser 
ent, and ſlaying the Dragon that is in the Sea. And though (uch as 
e may ſuſpett vur peace and joy ; yet while Chriſt gives it us, and 
maintains it in us, it is very ſweet and pleaſant to us : and the t.me 
may come, that he may wiſh from his ny that he miyhr pertake 
with us therein. 

He concludes the matter thus; We are without ſin in him, bat in 
exr ſelves nothing but ſin. 

Anſw. He ſpake of deluſion juſt before : a greater th-n this I 
do not know, For Chriſt doth make a real change, if any man be 
in Chriſt there; a new Creation, theres a real Change. The man is 
not what he was before : but he puts off that which 1s old, and puts 
on that which is a.w ; and ſo is really changed in bis ſtate, and in 
the ſight of God, and is not what he was bcfore. Thc h:art wh-cn 
it is rcally renewed and waſhed by the Water, Blood, and Spirit ; 
it is not the old, abominable, wicked, deceitful heart that ut was 
before. If this be his knowledg and experience let him kcep it td 
bimſelfe : for. my part I deſire got to perta\e with him therein ; 
but to be like Chailt my Lord and Maſter ; evea fanctified chrough- 
out in Soul, Body and Spirit ; that I may become wholl; his and 
the Enemy of my Soul have no part in me. 

. Heſaith, Chrsſt ſhall appeare without ſin to Salvation. 
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Anſw. 1 grant it 3 But when and how ? Doth he nbt inward- 
ly app-ar without fin tofalvation to thoſe who have waited for; 
haſtened and come 'to the inward day ? Doth not Chriſt appeac 
without fin to Salvation inwardly in the day of his own Spirit ?. 
Is not $a:vaiion then witneſſed for Walls and Bulworks ? Is not 
the glorions Salvation of the Goſpel brought forth in the Golpel- 
Day ? Andis there not in the Lite and Domigion of Grace, a pure 
Dcetence about all the Glory ? Is there any. (in in the Grace and 
Fpirit of the Goſpel, which appears and ſhines jn the Day of the 
Lord ? And doth not this Grace bring Salvation to them that waic 
for the revealing of it * 

He ſeemathtoclear bimſelf of watching for our baltings. 

eAnſw. Had he not watched for our haitings, and received 
things ir.to, and conlidered them in the prejudiced parc, he could 
not have writ ſuch a Paper again!t Truth and Us, ſo tar from true 
Underſtanding and Judgement as this is. 

But he ſgith, He hak watched for our Repentings. 

Anſw. ff we ſhould repent of having our eyes opencd by the 
Lord, and turning to his Truth, and recciving his holy Spirit, and 
of having the precious Promiſes of the Scripture made good ro us, 
and falklled in us, we might juſt'y looſe our Portion and Inheri- 
tance of Life for cyer. We have rcpentcd from dead Works, but 
we cannot repent of Gods pure Truth, and the living Way, Spirit 
and Power thereof, But this I can tell him, and that trom the Lord, 
whoſe Name I reverence and worſhip in, That the Lord watch:th 
for his Repentings, and turnings from that ſpirit in him, which 
darkneth him concerning, and prejudiceth him againſt the Truth. 

He beſeecheth me in Love, GC. and requireth me to clear my ſelf. 
of Free-Will, Falling from Grace, denying Elettion of Perſons, and 
Imputed Righteouſneſs. 

Anſw. \What the Lord requireth of me, that I muſt mind, and 
I have divers times expr.fled my heart nakedly in theſe things. 

The Principle of Life, which the Lord hath raiſed in mz, in thar 
is the freedom to good, and in that am made free by Jeſus Chit 
my Lerd. AndI had rather witneſs him upholding me oy his Pow- 
er, thancontend about a Notion of Falling. or not Falling away, 


k 


Andy care hath been about making my Calling and Ele&iqn 


ſure in him, who is ſare to thoſe that are of himtor ever. And.l 
haye witneſſed the righteo.\nels - the Lord Jcſus Chuilt reyealcd 
in 
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M me, and imputed to me, and my toul cloathed therewith in his 
ſight, bleſſed be his Name. O chat the Profeſſors of this Age might 
come to the annoiming, and ſee thoſe things in the annointing ; 
Then would they know the Truth and harmony of the Scriptures 
therein : Bur menby the Letter without the Spixit can never dif. 
cern or find out the myſtery of Lite, but only gather into their 
mindes, and retain a litteral knowledge that killeth, 

He bids me, Love the Truth better than a Party. 

Anſw. The Lord knoweth he hath taught me fo to do. For had 
# not been for the evidence and demonitration of Gods Spirit in 
this People, 1 could never have owned them. ( For, O how low 
was the knowledge they held forth in my eye, before the power of 
the Lord reached to my heart, railing up his own S:cd in me, 
wherein I knew them ! ) And the Lord alſo knoweth, that *cis in 
him that I love, and diſcern, and honour them to this very day 
Yea I ſee his Name written on their Fore-heads,and them broughc 
forth in the glorious Image, and _— Life of his Son (though 
it be hid from the wiſe Eye of the Profeſſors of this Age ) and in 
the true Light, with the truc Eye (which God hath opened in me ) 
have I ſeen ir. 

He ſpeaks of Clinging together, and kzeping up a Party againſt 
all right. 


Anſw. Nay, nay. This is the gathering of the Lord Jeſus 


Chrilt, by his Spirit and Power, after the long night of darkneſs, 
and we are kept up by the ſame Spiric and Power, and Life of 
Truth which gathered us. | | 

He ſaith, Jr 5 not 4 calling for a Work within, which will give 
you Authority to lay wait Chri/t and the Goſpel in the moſt Fund- 
mental and concerning Truths thereof , and thoſe above mentioned, 
&c. And above all the reſt,denying the perſon of our Lord Jeſiu Chriſt, 
and making him but a Light, or Notion, or Principle in the heart of 
AMan. 

Anſw. This is but his own miſtake, not a true and juſt Charge 
28ainſt us, as he will one day ſez. The Lord hath not taught us to 
lay waſt, nor do we Jay walt any Truth of the Goſpel, but own 
every thing in its place. And though our Religion do not lie in 
Notions concerning him, but in the Principle of Life it ſelf, ev.n 
in the Grace and: Truth which is by Jeſus Chiiit ( which is a 
meaſure of Light from him the full Light ) yet we do not _ 
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thereby to deny the full Light62! the more to acknowledge it. And 
we own him to be the true and full Light, and his ourward appear- 
ance in that Body in the fulneſs of time, to fulfill the Fathers will 
therein, and his appearance in Spirit and Power, inthz hearts of 
his People, in the Day of the Goſpel, and his ſetting up his Spiri- * 
tual and glorious Kingdom there, where he regs 25 King on the 
Throne of David, over the Spiritual Iſrael of Gud. Come, con- 
ſider ſeriouſly, do. not ye your ſelves fall ſhort of not only the 
Principle and Power of Lite, but alſo the true knowledge of things 
according to the Letter ? 

He confeſleth, There s too little Power,and without it profeſſion is 
ltle worth. 

Anſw. O that the Profc lors of this age knew the Scriptures and 
the Power of God, and had that knowledg which comes from and 
{:nds inthe Power ! For then that evidence and demonitration of 
Truth would be witn:fled, which puts an end to the diſputes and 
reaſoenings of the mind, : And then the great care would be to 
live the life of that which God makes maniteſt and requires in the 
New Covenant. 

He faith To pull down the Pillars and Trinciples of the Goſpel i 
the work, the Divel imploys hs Power in, 

' . Aaſw- I grant what he ſaith is true, ( and wiſh he knew how 
rightly to apply it : ) but there is a great error and miſtake in his 
judgment about it. For the Lord is pulling down that which men 
have built up, ( which they may in their miſtaken judgments call 
Principles and Fundamentals ) and is building up that which men 
have trampkd on, even the Tabernacle of David, which hath l-ng 
been fallen down, and the City of tte living God, which hath long 
b:en trodden under foot of the falſe Chriſtians : and the Power 
of the Devil is greatly at work to oppoſe this appearance, and 
mighty work of the Lord in this day. Let him take heed of blaſ- 
pheming the Lords Power, calling ic the Devils, and owning the 
Devils Yower for Gods. 

He concludcth chus, Come to the poynt, what ſingular thing do you 
more then eModing andWording it, ſave on!y that out of you have 
riſen men, that have more ardatiouſly lifted up a Standard agaunit 
the Sea'ed and Experienced Truths of the Gefs el, then ever 1 have 
heard or read of any before you. Ten talk,of words and boaſt of perfec- 
rz01. Itell you an bumble ſence of a mans nothingnef, driving huw. 
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ont of bimſel[, to live ana:glory mn Chrift alone, is more then all ſuch 
boaſted perfetFions athenſand times. Siy accept My zeal for your 
Soul. 

Anſ We are a People(many of us) who have gon through gr:at 
diſtreſs for want of the Lord our God, and exceedingly waited and 
ton,,'d for his Living and Powerful appearance. And for my own: 
part, this I can ſay, that had nor this appearance been in Power, 
and in the evidence and demonttcation of his Spirit to my Seal, 
( reaching to and anſwering that which was of him in me ) I could: 
n.ver have own:d it, ſodeeply was I jealous of ir, and prejud'ced 
againſt ir, And fince-my mind hath been turned to the pure Word 
of Life, eyen the Word which was in the Degining, ( | ſpeak as ia 
the Lords preſence ) it hath had ſingu'ar efftets on my heart. The 
Light hath ſo ſcarched me as I never was ſearched betore, under 
all my former profeſſions, and the Lord hath given m2 a true and 
pure diſcerning of the things of his Kingdom, in the Light which 
3s true and pure, and (ingular quickenings have I met with from 
his Spirit, and the Faith which {tands in his heavenly Power, and 

iveth victory and dominion in him, bleſſed be his nam2. And the 
be which he hath given me is not notional, but ariſech from his 
circumciling my heart, and anſwereth-his Nature, ſpringing forth 

urely and naturally towards him and thoſe of his Image, and all 
ty Creatures, ycatowards thoſe who are enemies to me, for his 
Names ſake. I might mention the patience alſo and faichfulneſs to 
hisTruth with the longſaftering Spirit, which, cannot be worn out; 
which his Spiric teſtifieth in me to be of alingular nature, with 
many other things. Nor am I alone, or the chiefeſt, but have man 
equals, yea there are ſuch as far cxceed me in the Heavenly and 
'Divinc Image of my Father. And the fruits are according to the 
Root ot Lite inns, and ſo acknowledged by all who look upon vs 
with the true Fye, with the Eye of Gods giving and opzning. Now 
the ſame that hath wrought f wk inwardly in us, the ſame hath 
required ſome outward behaviour and expreſſions from us, which 
are fooliſh and weak to the eye of mans wiſdom, but choſen of 
God, to hide the Glory of his Lite from tat eye which di cerns it 
not, but diſpiſeth the day of ſmall things, And though this be the 
leaſt part of our Religeon ( yer ſubjcRed to becauſe 1t is of God, 
who we dare not diſobey in the lealt ) yet the Spirit which is con- 
trary to God caſteth this upon us, as if this were all, or at the leaſt 
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che main Wherein we 3r om others, Some call the living 
words of Truth from us ( when God according to his good pro- 
mi:e giveth them us ) but Canting, and thou calleſt all char is ſin- 
gular in us, but Moding an1 Wording of it. Alaſs ! it isin the 
ma'n we differ from you, we holding our Religion as we receive 
it from God, in the Light and Life of his Spirit ; you as you appre- 
hend it from the Letter. Chrift is our Rock and Foundation as in- 
waidly revealed, yours but as outwardly conccived of, We be- 
keve with theFaich which is of the natrne of him whom we b. licve 
* | in, which Faith is mighty through God, and works through all 
the Powers of Darknels, giving victory over them all in Gods 
way and time : ye believe with a Faith which cſteems vitory and 
a perfe&t and entire State ( wanting noching) as impoſlible, while 
in this world. And as our Root differs, ſo all that grows up in us 
digers from yours. $0 that indeed all is {fingular that is in us, and 
all a\ſo is (ingular that is brought forth by us, as the Spirit of the 
Lord, who knoweth the difference of things, witneſſeth. Have 
we ſo long walked in the Name and Spirit of our God amongſt you 
ſhewing the (ingular virtues of his Spirit, daily in our faithful Te- 
ſtimony, Safferings, Patience and Converſation, and do yeſtill cry, 
What fingnlar thing do ye ? Jult like the Jews, who after all Chritts 
mighty Works, and demonſtrations of his Fathers Virtue and 
Power outwardly, aked for a ſign ? O that your eyes and hearts 
were opened by the Spirit and power of the Lord, for then ye 
would ſoon ſee otherwiſe in this reſpe& than now ye do. 

And thn as for that expreſſion, Of anda: ouſly lifting up a Stan- 
dard againſt the ſealed and experienced Truths Sf the Goſpel, that is 
but an over confident expreſhon, through prejudice and miſta'ce of 
judgment at lealt ; for Tcan tiuly teltify, I have never learned, ſince 
the pure heavenly. Light of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath ſhined on my 
Spirit, to deny any one Truth that ever was ſegled to me, or expe» 
rienced by me in the daycs of my former profeſſion : For whatſo- 
evcr was then of -God hath been reſto: ed to me, and that on:ly 
which was of the fleſh pared off. And I have ground allo to believe, 
that it is ſo-wich others. in this reſpect, as it hath been with me. 

He ſpeaks, As four difference or talk were about wards. 

Nay, it is about things : For though we own the ſame Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt to be th: toundation of Lite ; yet after a different manner, 
ye, as ye notionally apprehend concerning him , we as We expe» 
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TienceAim to be the precious iton2 and foundation of Life i 1us t 
And w- teſtify of Juſtification and Sanctincation, as we wicneſs 
h'm beſtowing it upon us and working it in us, But for boaſting of 
PerfeRticn, I wonder how he dares ſpeak thus : What is their no 
fear of God before his cyes or in his heart, that he dares charge us 
with that which is ſo utterly falſe? Where is any of us, that did 
ever boaſt of Peifetion ? But that Gods Power and Covenant 1s 
able to make Perfe&t ; and that Gods will is our perfet SanRifica- 
tion, in Soul, Body, and Spirit ; Even that we be wholly leavenzd 
with the Salt of the Kingdome, and become a ht Temple tor him ; 
this we humbly and reyeren:ly teſtity of, and preſs towards in his 
holy name and fear. 

And as for that humble ſence, Of 4 mans own nothingneſs 
ariveing him out of himſelf to live and glory in Chriſt alone : This 
we meet with and witneſs in that Light, which this generation 9f 
Profeſſors di.piſeth : But o:hers, though they may talk of it, can 
never come traſy to witneſs it, but inthat Light wherein God be- 
ſtoweth and preſerveth ir. Well the Profeſſors of this Age, who 
deſpiſe the Light, (hail one day find, that what they take themſelves 
to be, they are not in Gods light ; nor are we before him, what we 
are reproachfully repreſented by them : But we are his workman- 
ſhip in Chriſt 7eſus, created by him unto good works ; and that it is 
natural to us, to bring forth the fruits of Righteouſneſs and Holy- 
neſs to our God, however mn reproach us. As for his zeal for 
my Soul, Which he deſired me to except : It is ſtrange zcal, and 
would tend to my ut er deltrution, bad it power over me. Bat 
bleſſed be my God, who hath called me into the Light of his Son, 
and I am fatiſhed that he will prcſerve me therin, evcn in that holy 
Spirit of Lite, which hc hath gathercd me into, from all deceiveable 
$pirits of darkneſs whatſoever, in that holy Covenant whcrein 
his ftrensth appeares.to me and is revealed in me, And O ! That he 
might krow wha: that Spirit is wherin he hath thus appeard again{t 
the Lord, ( though under a pretence, as if it were tor him ) and 
bring forth no more the fruits of it. 

For a cloſe, I ſhall add a few words on that Scripture, Ph'l. 3. 3. 
Fer we are the circumciſion, which worſhip God 1n the Spirit, and 
rejoyce in Chriſt Jeſus, and have no conidence i: the fleſh, It isa 
precious thing to witneſs this Scripture, fullletid ia the heart : To 
expe:ienc? that there, which inwardly circumciſeth, which cutte:h 
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off the forcskin of the heart, which lieth over it' and valleth, rifl 
it be cut off by the inward appearance of the Life and Power of the _ 
Lord Jclus Chriſt inwardly revealed. Then whcn this is done, I 
can truly and ſenſibly fay, I ama 7ew inward : How ſo ? How 
can that be proved ? Why I am inwardly Circumciſcd. I have felt 
that within which Circumcifeth the heart, and have born the in- 
ward pain and cutting thereof, and am Circumciſed by ir. That 
which ſtood between me and the Lord is cut off, the vail is taken 
away, the Rifen:ckedneſs and unſubjeRtion to God removed, the 
wall of ſeperation is inwardly broken down ; and now T1 am in 
true unity of Spirit and comunion with my God, eycn with the 
Father and the So, in that one holy Spirit whercin they are one. 
Now I can bow before the Father of our Lord Jelus Chriſt, and 
worſhip him in his own Spirit; even in the new and freſh Life 
thereof day by day. Now my rejoycing is in Chriſt Jeſus, whom 
the Father hath ſent, both outwardly ina body of fleſh to fullfil 
the holy willi, and do what thercin the Father had for him ro 
do ; and alſo inwardly in his Spirit and Power into my heart, to 
deſtroy the works of the Devil thre, and ſo tro work me out of 
the enmity and unreconciled ſtate, into the love and reconciliation ; 
And I cannot but rejoyce both in what he did in his body of fleth 
for me, and in what he doth by his Spirit and Power in me. And 
bleſſed be the Lord, I tcel him near, his Spirit near, his Life near, 
his Power near, his pure Vertue n ar, his holy Wiſdome near, his 
Righteouſneſs near, his Redemption near : For he is my Rock, and 
my Strength, and my Salvation day by day : And I have no cone 
fdznce inthe fleſh, in what I am, in what 1 can do after the fleſh, 
but my conhdence is in him, who hath weakened me, who hath 
ſtripped me, who hath impoveriſhed me, who hath brought me to 
nothing in my ſelf, that I might be all in him, and that I might nd 
him all unto me. He is my Peace, he is my Life, he is my Righte- 
ouſneſs, he is my Holineſs, he 1s the Image wherein I am rencw- 
ed; inhim is my Acceptance with the Father, he is my Advocate, 
he is my Hope and Joy for ever. He hath deſtroyed that in me 
which was contrary to God, and keepeth it down for ever. He is 
my Shepherd, his Arm hath gathered me, and his Arm encompaſ- 
ſeth me day by day. I reſt under the ſhadow of his Wings, from 
whence the healing virtue of his ſaving health droppeth upon my 
Spirit day by Cay. Oh I cannot tell avy man what be is unto me; 
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But bleſſed be the Lord, 1 (362 near, his Righteouſneſs near; 
his Salvation daily rcvcaled, before that eye which he hath opened 
Snme, in that true living ſenſe wherewith he hath quickened me. 
And now ye that have high Notions, and rich comprehenſive 
Knowledge concerning theſe things, but not the thing it ſelf, the 
Lif- it ſelf, the $piric it ſelf, the new and liping Covenant and Law 
of Life ir (elf, wherein a!one Chriſt is livingly revealed ; Ah how 
poor, miſcrable,blind and naked are you, in the middeſt of all your 
Traditional Knowledge, and pretended Experiences, concerning 
theſe things. Come be quiet a while, and ccaſe from bitterneſs of 
bpirir, and reviling the Work and People of the Lord : For the 
Lord knoweth and will make manifeſt both who are his and who 
arc not his. All the living Stones are his, but the great Profcſſors 
of the Words of Scripture, without the Spirit and Life of the Scrip- 
tures, are not his, nor nEver were, nor never will be owned by him. 
Com:, learn to diſtinguiſh from God, by his Lite, by the Anoint- 
ing, by the everlaſting infallible Rule ; and not by words without 
Lite, where the great error and miſtake hath been in all Ages and 
Genzrations. The great Way of Deceit hath long been (and till 
iS) a by Form of Godlineſs without Power. Be ſure ye be nor 
echus deceived ; for it ye miſs of the Power which ſaves, ye cannot 
but p:rith for ever. And what it the Appearance of the Spirit and 
Power of our Lord Jcſus Chriſt Invvardly, which is that which 
Javes, be as ſtrange to your Sence, Underſtanding and Judgement, 
as his Outward appearance was unto the People of the Jews ? Take 
heed of their Spirit, take hced of their Judgement, who judged ac- 
cording to the appearance of things to them, which they 1magine 
and conceive from the Scriptures, but jadged not the true and righ- 
teous Judgement, which only the Children of the true Wiſdom 
Can 
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generally witneſſed in the dayes of the Apoſtles, among 
the true Chriſtians, which are all mentioned togeth.r 
Heb. 6. 4, 5. 

Firſt, They were truly enlightned. 

The Miniſters of the Goſpel were ſent by Chriff, to turn men 
from darkneſs to light, and from the power of Satan to Cod, 42. 
26. 18."1 Job. 1.5. and they were faithful in their Miniſtry, and 
did turn ren from the darkneſs and power of Satan, to the Light 
of Gods holy Spirit, and they were <nlightned by it, and received 
power through it, ard ſocare to be Children of the Light, Td to 
pralk in the Light as God is in the Lighe. 

Secondly, They taſted of the heavenly gift. 

What is the heavenly gift, which Chrilt gives to thoſe who come 
unto him, and become his ſheep ? He gives them Lite, Eternal Life, 

Fob. 1 0. 27, 28. He brings them out of death, and gives them a ſa- 
your and taſt of the Life which is Ecernal. This was it which the 
Apoſtles teſtifyed of, even of the Life wbicki was manifeſted in that 
body of fleſh of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ( 1 Joh. 1. 2. )-and they 
that turn from the darkneſs to his Light, he gives them a taſt of the 
ſame Liphe. 

Thirdly, They were made pertakers f the holy ghoſt. 

The Goſpel is a day of bringing forth the Spiritual Seed, and of 
pouring out the holy Spirit upon them. The Law State is a State of 
Servants, the Goſpel of Sons : And becauſe true believers in Chritt 
are Sons, God ſent forth the Spirit of þ Son into their hearts to cry 
Abba father. And God cannot deny his own Spirit, to his Chil- 

dren thar ask it of him, he knoweth how abſolutly neceſſary it is 
to the ſtate of a Son. And whoſyever truly receiveth Chriſt, Chrif 
doth give him power to become a Son, which power is in and with, 
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is ſo: neceſſary and inſeparable from him rhat is Chriſts, that the 
Apoſtle exprelly affirms, That »f any +144au- bave not the Spirit of 
Chriſt, be is none of his, Rom, 8. g. 


Fouxthly, They tated of ghe good word of Gdd.., $+ 
Off Vo frgm LR *%n comes, offi at mw hich 
wasinthe b-gining, of che Word which is ingrafttd into —_ 
of thoſe that troly believe, Which Word ts able to ſave the Soul. 
Fitth:y, They taſted of the powers of the world to come. | 
Of the power of the endleſs Life, whereof Chritt is the Miniſter, 
and according ;to which he miniſters Life, in that Holy, True, Li- 
ving, Inward Spiritnal Tcmp!e, which he pitcherh and reareth yp 
for an habitation to God, in his own Spirit. 
Now in th? Apoſtacy and night of darkneſs, which hath came 
over the Chriſtian ſtate, theſe things have been g-eatly loſt. For 
there hath bin none that bave bin found able to turn people to-that 
Light, which the Apoſttes dir.tcd to,” None could tell men whe 
the Light is to ſhine z and where men were to expe ir,and wait for 
it. None were able to direft men to the Se.d of the Kingdom 
within z to the Word of Faith, the Word of the Kingdom, nigh in, 
'the heart and mouth : Much leſs were they able to inftra& men; 
how they might know and diſtinguiſh it trom at} orher Secds, and 
the voice of the Shzepherd from all other voices. Here x came to 
paſs, that though at times Cod vitired and opened mens hearts, # 
little warming them by the brearh which came frombimſelf , yet 
they not knowing how to turn tothe Lord, and wait upon him tor 
rcſervation in the gift and meaſure of his own Grace ;:th&gopd 
fath ſoon been ſtolen away from them, and the building which hath 
been raiſed-up in them, hath not been a-building of Life according 
to the Spirit, bat a building of Wiſdome or Knowledge.eoncerning 
the things of God, according to the fl:ſh » and ſorhe duilding, thar 
harh Leen raiſed up in mens Spirits, hath been Babylor, in ſtcad 
of Ser. Fs 4 | 
Butthe Lord hath had a remmant all alongrtieApoſtacy, who 
tc]: fome begertings of Life, and had in meaſure fem ſunee-and raſk 
of the heavenly things. Thete mourned afcer that ſtate, which was 
once enjoyed, - and felt their want of ic, travelling from Mountain 
ro Hil), ſeeking their reſting piace, which. none could rightly im- 
form "w_ of. Now for the ſakes of theſe, God ha:h ar length ap» 
PCRreU. ane *," aj 6: i. ff ik 
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' er nn no fre ? Fo mv{1nin' Er 2h 
a ie, who js Lighe hah! wpeantd gowagdily,, « 
his Light $0, hinejawaedly, c wing 
Sq. hache Who. is Mates | Þ 
h win his an” igwyard v 
a For God who isa Spi apjeantvce i Splricnal oty opt 
ritual, his kingdom. is ' $ptrigual,) ts Light 1s Spiritial, -his Life is 
Spiricugl, bis day-ſtar /is Spiritual, and: his day datenerh iandfhis 
day-ftar ariſeth in the heart, Thuls, The:Day-epring from om. 
he 
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J did viſt ws who ſatt 1n darkye f, aud iv theorggion of nile fhudew 
, dat. And here wo bave rittwyith whatthe: Apoſtics: 7 
| the yery fart Light of Life, the very! fame tenlighttii | 
Power, and haye-becg ans ne. and taſted of the ſame: gift. 

The very ſame grace that appeared to them and taught them, 
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hath appeared to us and taught us ; and of it have we learned the 
; ſame leflons, inthe ſam? Covenant of Life wherein they learned : 
; and now can we ſeal tg their Teſtimony in the ſame Spirit wherin 
they gave it forth, and witneſs tothe ſame cterral Life, and the 
5 ſame holy oyl and anointing, our eyes having been opened and 
, being kept openy it. And though their be great <> 

| our Teſtimony in this our day ( and the preſcnt Profeſſors riſe up 
againſt us, as theformer Protetlors did againſt them )yert let bur 
p any man come right!y to diſtinguiſh in himſelf, berween that which 
God begets in the heart, and all other births, and ler that ſpeak and 
judge in them, that will ſoon confeſs that our Teſtimony is of God, 
| and givcn forth in the gdthopity andby the commiſſion of his own 
Spirit. True wiſdome 1s juſtthed by the Children that are born of 
| hcr : It is the other birth, that doth not, nor can own her. The 
| other birth can own former diſpenſations : ( according to the Let- 
| ter of them ) but not the Life and Power of the preſent. 

| I have known the breaking down of much in me, by theþower- 
ful hand of the Lord, and a parting-with much..( though .nar tog 
| much ) tor Chriſts ſake. The Lord hath brought the day of diſ- 
| wreſs and inward judgment over my heart. He hath ariſen to ſhake 
terribly the earthiy part in me, ( yca what if I ſhould ſay, that 
the powers of heaven have b.en ſhaken alſo ? ) That he might 
make me capable to receive and bring me into that Kingdom 
which cannot be ſhaken. And now, that which God hath ſhaken 
and rcmoved in me, I ſec others build upon, and they think ir ſhall ©; 5 
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never be ſhaken in them. But ſuch know not the day of the Lord, 
nor the terrible ſearching of his pure Light, nor the ation of 
his Power, which will not ſpare in one, what he hath reprovyed, 
condemned, ſhaken and overturned in anothcr, He that knows the 
Living Swone within, and com2s to him as to a Living Stone, and 
as built upon the revelation of his Spirit, Life and Power ( revealed 
inwardly againſt the power of darkneſs ) is not deceived; all that 
otherwiſe build( I mcan upon an ontward knowledge concerning 
Chriſt, and not upon his inward Lite ) their building will not be 
able-toſtand in the day of the Lord, Iwiſh.they might have a ſence 
of it in time, that they might not periſh for ever ; but experience 
that Lite and Power of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which redeemeth 
and preſery<th out of the periſhing ſtate, for evcr and ever. Amcn, 


THE END. 


